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EXAMINATION HANDBOOK 
– LJR CURRICULUM STUDENTS ONLY -  

What is a Dance Examination?  
In the LJR Curriculum, we follow syllabi in our Ballet, Jazz and Tap classes. The content is taught to students 
throughout the year. A Ballet, Jazz or Tap Examination is a process by which the dancers perform the syllabus work 
to an external judge from the association of the syllabus. All Examinations are held at LJR Dance Academy. Once a 
dancer has completed their examination, they are eligible to progress into the next grade the following year. 
Students receive certificates and awards for the completion of an exam and older students additionally receive SACE 
points. There is no exam for any General Class.  
 
Enrolment in Examination Classes: 
By enrolling in the LJR Curriculum your dancer may have the opportunity to sit an examination.  
 
Reasons why your dancer may NOT be eligible to sit the exam:  
 

• Does not fit the strict age requirements given by the society.  
• Enrolled in the class too late in the year.  
• Does not yet have the syllabus work to an exam standard.  

 
If your dancer does not complete the exam, they may be able to move up to the next grade if their age and abilities 
permit. This is at the discretion of LJR management. 
 
Examination Confirmation: 
If the above-mentioned dot points do not apply to your dancer, you will receive an email asking if your dancer would 
like to participate in the examination. You will need to confirm via email if you would like for your dancer to 
complete the examination at your earliest convenience. If you would not like your dancer to sit the exam, please also 
let us know at your earliest convenience.  
 
From this email confirmation you are agreeing to the below:  

• To pay in full the examination fee before the date of the exam. Even if your dancer is unable to attend the 
exam, you will still be required to pay the fee. If you can provide a medical certificate, you will receive a 
credit.  

• To pay in full for your allocated exam attire before the date of the exam.  
• To purchase the correct stockings, shoes, and attire.  

 
Fittings of Leotard, Skirt and Shorts: 
LJR Dance Academy will source the leotard & skirt/shorts which you will be required to purchase from us. Please 
understand that this attire must fit like a glove on the day of the exam. It is not for the dancer to grow into. Dancers 
will lose marks for wrinkly or loose-fitting exam attire. Your dancer will be fit by Jadey, Lacie or Sherri for their 
correct size during class time. Students will be asked to give verbal confirmation that the attire feels good on their 
body. If your dancer grows between fittings and the exam time, please do not hesitate to contact us as we often 
have spares for this reason. We understand that some children can have sensory issues to materials and straps, 
please let us know as we are more than happy make arrangements.  
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BALLET EXAMINATION 

Attire:  
What you need: 

• Leotard that you purchased from LJR (Do not wear the attire to class until after the exam) 
• Skirt that you purchased from LJR (Do not wear the attire to class until after the exam) 
• Theatrical Pink Stockings that you purchased from Dance Zone (must be stain free)  
• Canvas Split Sole Capezio Ballet shoes that you purchased from Dance Zone (must be stain free)  

 
*Stockings and Ballet shoes must fit skin-tight. Dancers will lose points for lose fitting attire* 
 
Budget for Attire:  

• Pre-primary: Leotard ($47 - $65) Skirt ($40-$55)  
• Primary to Grade 2: Leotard ($45-$60) Skirt ($30-$50)  
• Grade 3 to Advanced 2: Leotard ($45-$65) No skirt for these grades 

 
*Prices are not exact but will be somewhat like the prices mentioned above* 
 

Character Skirt & Tutu:  
• If you are in Grade 1 - Intermediate, you will need to purchase your own Character Skirt. This is the 

Energetiks Matilda Ribbon Skirt in Blue. Here is the link to purchase the skirt: 
https://www.energetiks.com.au/character-skirt-with-ribbon  

 
• If you are in Advanced 1 or Advanced 2 you will need to purchase a navy half tutu.  

 
You can purchase both the Character skirt and Tutu through Dance Zone.  
 

Dates: 
An exact schedule will be emailed closer to the date of the exam.  
 
Potential Dates: Mid/end of November  
 
 

Hair and Face: 
Hair must be extremely neat, and face must be clean and fresh.  
 
Hair for the ballet exams is a mid-high, flat bun: Tutorial: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ae3Ks-fI3e4&t=102s  
 
*You should be able to see the front of the bun from the front when your dancers 
head is straight.  
 
No makeup is necessary. Lip gloss, blush and mascara optional.  
 
 

Theory: 
Students in Primary grade and above will need to purchase a Theory Book from LJR. This book has all the exam 
questions in it from Primary to Advanced 2. Students will be asked a set of theory questions during their exam. 
Theory is a part of their grade and students who answer incorrectly will lose points. Theory practice and answers can 
be found at this link:  
 
*Bring your Theory Book to the exam for the examiner to check. 
 
 

https://www.energetiks.com.au/character-skirt-with-ribbon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ae3Ks-fI3e4&t=102s
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Fees: 
Please note there is a small additional registration fee. (Subject to change at the societies discretion)  
Prices do not include GST so this will be added to the invoice.  
 
The 2026 costs will be given to LJR closer to the exam and updated in the handbook. The 2025 costs are provided 
below as a rough guide.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Results and Awards: 
Students receive a certificate stating their grade, a small pin medallion and a report of the examiners feedback. For 
grades Primary and above there is a ‘Special Medallion Award’ given to ONE dancer with the highest grade (if grades 
are not high enough no award will be given).  
 
Pre-Primary students will receive: Passing Grade  
 
Grading System for Primary and above: 
Required level not attained - less than 50 
Pass 50 – 54 
Merit 55 – 64 
Commended 65 – 74 
Highly Commended 75 – 84 
Honours 85 - 100  
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JAZZ EXAMINATION 
Attire:  
What you need: 

• Leotard that you purchased from LJR  
• Shorts that you purchased from LJR  
• Shiny Tan Fiesta Stockings that you purchased from Dance Zone (must be stain free)  
• Black Jazz shoes that you purchased from Dance Zone (must be stain free)  
• Grade 7-9 will need black footless over tights from Dance Zone NOT shorts 

 
*Stockings and Jazz shoes must fit skin-tight. Dancers will lose points for lose fitting attire* 
 
Budget for Attire:  

• Leotard ($45-$60) Shorts ($40-$55)  
 

*Prices are not exact but will be somewhat like the prices mentioned above* 
 
Dates: 
An exact schedule will be emailed closer to the date of the exam.  
 
Potential Dates: Late November/Early December. 
 
Hair and Face:  
Hair must be extremely neat, and face must be clean and fresh.  
Pre Junior to Grade 2: 2 Buns https://studio.youtube.com/video/xvoweP9AjVU/edit 
Grade 3 and Above: High Bun. Must be high enough so that when the dancer lays on their back the bun is on top of 
the head, not under the head. 
No makeup is necessary. Lip gloss and some blush is optional.  
 
Fees: 
Please note there is a small additional registration fee. (Subject to change at the societies discretion)  
Prices do not include GST so this will be added to the invoice.  
 
The 2026 costs will be given to LJR closer to the exam and updated in the handbook. The 2025 costs are provided 
below as a rough guide.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://studio.youtube.com/video/xvoweP9AjVU/edit
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Results and Awards: 
Students receive a small medal, and a report of examiners feedback.  
Grading highest to lowest:  
Honours Plus  
Honours  
Highly commended  
Commended  
Pass  
Fail  
 
Theory:  
Grade 5 and above students will be asked a set of Theory questions in their exam.  
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TAP EXAMINATION 

 
Attire:  
What you need: 

• Leotard that you purchased from LJR (same as Jazz Exam)  
• Shorts that you purchased from LJR (same as Jazz Exam) 
• Shiny Tan Fiesta Stockings that you purchased from Dance Zone (must be stain free)  
• Tan Tap shoes that you purchased from Dance Zone (must be stain free)  

 
*Stockings and Tap shoes must fit skin-tight. Dancers will lose points for lose fitting attire* 
 
Budget for Attire:  

• Leotard ($45-$60) Shorts ($40-$55)  
 

*Prices are not exact but will be somewhat like the prices mentioned above* 
 
Dates: 
An exact schedule will be emailed closer to the date of the exam. Tap exams are video exams where Lacie and Jadey 
video your dancers and send it to the society to be examined.  
 
Potential Dates: Early December 
 
Hair and Face:  
Hair must be extremely neat, and face must be clean and fresh.  
 
Level 1 to Level 4: 2 Buns https://studio.youtube.com/video/xvoweP9AjVU/edit 
Level 5 and Above: High Bun  
No makeup is necessary. Lip gloss, blush and mascara is optional.  
 
Fees: 
Please note there may be an additional registration fee. The 2026 costs will be given to LJR closer to the exam and 
updated in the handbook. The 2025 costs are provided below as a rough guide.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Results and Awards: 
Students receive a certificate and report from the examiner. Students receive a percentage grade out of 100%. 

https://studio.youtube.com/video/xvoweP9AjVU/edit

